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Colorful Ex-Prosecutor, SJ Lawyer 


Tighting Joe' Killian Is Dead 


"FIGHTING JOE": Known as "Fighting Joe" from 
a colorful eight years as Berrien county prosecutor 
from 1947 to 1955, Atty. Joseph E. Killian had prac- 
ticed law in the Twin Cities nearly 40 years when he 
died Sunday. An aggressive courtroom lawyer 
throughout his career, he gained wide attention as 
prosecutor of several union figures in major strikes 
in the Twin Cities in the early years of industrial 
union activity here. 
New Tape 
Data Could 
Clear Nixon 


WASHINGTON (AP) - Detailed White House transcripts 


refuting charges by John W. Dean HI that President Nixon knew of 
the Watergate cover-up were prepared but never released, an in- 
formed source has disclosed. 


The source, who said he has read the transcript based on secret 


presidential tapes, said the White House had planned (o release 
them as part of "Operation Candor" but later decided against 
making them public. 


The source added, however, that the transcripts cover material 


available to the Watergate grand juries and could form Ihe basis 
for perjury charges againsl Dean, the former White House counsel 
turned prime presidential accuser., 


When Dean pleaded guilty last October to a single conspiracy 


charge in return for information about the Watergate cover-up, the 
special prosecutor's office left open the possibility of future 
prosecution for perjury. 


.The White House declined comment Sunday on the mailer. 
Neither Dean nor his lawyers were available for comment. 
Specifically, the source said, the transcripts he read disprove 


Dean's claim that his conversations with Nixon show the President 
was aware of the Watergate cover-up before Ihe March 21, 1973, 
dale on which Nixon says he learned of il. 


They show lhal conversalions Dean said look place on differenl 


dales belween Sept. 15,1972, and March 21,1973, all took place on 
the latter date, the source explained. 


The source said the former White House counsel apparently was 


tripped up by the fact thai, unknown to him when they occurred or 


(Sec back page. sec. I, col. I) 


HAS INFORMATION: Semite Minority Loader 
Hugh Scott, ll-Pu., talks with newsmen Sunday as 
he waits to appear on CHS' "Face the Nation" 
program from Washington. Scot I said ho had in- 
formation that would tend to clear President Nixon 
of any wrongdoing In the Watergate affair. (AP 
Wircphoto) 


Joseph E. Killian, 83, probably the most colorful Bcrrien county 


proseculor in the post-World War II era and long an aggressive 
courtroom lawyer, died at 3:45 p.m. Sunday in the University of 
Michigan hospital, Ann Arbor. 


Ill for the past four months, he entered St. Joseph Memorial 


hospital last fall and about a month ago was transferred to the Ann 
Arbor hospital. His home'was at 4150 Ridge road, Stcvensvillc. 


Mr. Killian came to the Twin Cities in 1933 direct from law 


school, and practical law here ever since, with the exception of 
service as a naval intelligence office during World War II aboard 
aircraft carriers in the Pacific. 


Mr. Killian was elected lo four terms as Bcrrien county 


prosecutor. His eight years in office, 1947 to 1955, arc longer than 
any other Berrien proseculor. 
Federal 
Warrant 
Sought 
By St. Joe 


St. Joseph police today were 


seeking 
a federal 
fugitive 


warrant on the assumption that 
a gunman who killed Mrs. 
Mildred Miles, 43, of 912 Market 
street, St. Joseph, has fled from 
Michigan. 
/ 


A state murder warrant was 


issued Satuday against Robert 
E. Cunningham, 38, whose most 
recent address was reported to 
be 1613 South State street, St. 
Joseph. 


The shooting occurred shortly 


after 9:20 p.m. Friday in the 
Miles' home, but was not 
reported until 9:55 p.m. because 
of fear and confusion on the part 
of witnesses, according 
to 


police. 


Mrs. Miles was killed by two 


blasts from a shotgun, fired in 
the dining room. Also shot was 
Mrs. Miles' husband, Cyril Ed- 
ward Miles, Sr., 50. He was 
reported 
today 
to 
be 
in 


"serious" 
condition 
at 


Memorial hospital. 


Lt. William Mihulik said 


today that he has requested, the 
FBI to review the case, and the 
Berrien prosecutor's office will 
be asked to request a federal 
fugitive warrant through the 
U.S. attorney's office. 


Mihalik said the FBI can 


enter a local felony case, such 
as homicide, if there's ample 
reason to believe the assailant 
has left the state. 


St. Joseph police said an 


investigation has determined 
that Cunningham is traveling 
and is armed with a hand gun. 
He is considered "armed and 
dangerous," police stated. Cun- 
ningham in 1970 was convicted 
of assaulting a Millburg woman 
with a rife. 


Lt. Mihalik said jeolousy may 


have been the motive in 
Friday's shooting. Cunningham 
was reported to be a former 
suilor of the Miles' elder 
daughter. Mihalik added that 
after the shooting, Miles" wallet, 
containing about $170, was 
stolen. 


The delay in reporting the 


shooting appeared to stem from 
fear and confusion. Mr. and 
Mrs. Miles were with another 
couple, first at a St. Joseph bar 
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Nixon's Rating 
Gallup* Lower 


PRINCETON, N.J. (AP) - 


The Gallup Poll's approval rat- 
ing for President Nixon again 
has dropped lo his all-lime low 
of 27 per cent. 


The Gallup organization con- 


dueled the |«ill Jan. 4-7. shortly 
after the Internal Revenue Ser- 
vice announced it was re-awlil- 
ing the President's recent tax 
returns. 


Nixon's current rating is eignt 


|X)inls below Hie lowest rating 
given (he late President Lyndon 
B. Johnson, 38 per cent. The 
lowest ruling for any president 
was the 23 per cent once given 
Harry S. Trillium. 


INDEX To Inside Pages 


Mr. Killian also wielded more influence in the courthouse than 


any other prosecutor, and he was a power in county and state 
Republican politics. 


He was prosecutor during the strike-troubled limes of post 


World War II and won a reputation for successfully prosecuting 
union officials for riotous conduct. 


Mr. Killian was known as "Fighting .loe" for aggressive 


prosecution and political rhetorical battles. In 195(>, he literally 
lived up to the name by socking a dog warden in a comic case 
instigated by a friend's prank and mistaken identity. He also paid 
a $19 fine. 


In private practice, Mr. Killian was an ace on condemnation 


cases. A municipal'official once said: "It's better to pay a higher 
fee to Joe Killian and have him on your side than have him against 


you." 


Mr. Killian was born March 4, 1910, in Leadville, Colorado, the 


son of Kdward and Ida Killian. The family moved to Allegan hi 
1920 where the senior Killian was superintendent of schools for 3U 
years. 
; 


He look undergraduate work at Kalamazoo college and Univer- 


sity of Michigan. He was graduated from George Washington 
University Law school, Washington, D.C:, in 1933, and started 
practice in St. Joseph the same year as an associate of Charles W. 
Stratton. 


In 1938, Ally. Killian made the first of two unsuccessful bids for 


the Republican nomination as prosecutor, the office for which he 


iSee hack pige, tee. I, col. I) 


COOK SLAIN IN RESTAURANT: A cook working 
Brandywine Inn, 2622 US-31 South, 'Miles, was shot 


in kitchen of attempted holdup bout midnight Saturday. Three Niles men are 
and killed in being held in connection with shooting. (Staff photo) 


Niles Cook 
Dies Fighting 
Off Bandits 


BY LYLE SUMEK1X 
SMtk Berriel Bweai 


NILES — A Niles 
restaurant 


cook was wounded fatally in a 
struggle with three would-be 
bandits trying to force their way 
into the restaurant early Sun- 
day. 


Niles township police said the 


cook was shot once in the chest 
as he struggled with Ihe trio at a 
back door and died later in 
Pawating hospilal, Niles, where 
he was rushed for treatment. 
They said it was an apparent 
hold-up attempt. 


Township police later arrest- 


ed three men in connection with 
Ihe slaying. 


Dead was John E. Lowery. 36, 


married and Ihe father of five 
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daughters 
and 
two step- 


children. He had just recently 
moved his family to South Bend 
from Niles but stayed with his 
mother, Mrs. Nellie Lowery, at 
1314 Silvcrbrook drive, Niles, 
while working. 


The shooting occurred at the 


Brandywine Inn, 2622 US-31, in 
Niles township, south of Niles 
about one mile norlh of Ihe stale 
line aboul 12:12 a.m. Sunday as 
the restauranl was being closed. 


Officers said Lowery had 


opened Ihe door in response lo a 
knock and began slruggling 
with three men as the trio tried 
to force their way past him. A 
woman co-worker said she fled 
outside 
as 
Ihe 
slruggle 


developed and heard Ihe shot 
fired. She and Lowery were the 
only persons in the restauranl al 
the time. Officers said the three 
men fled after the shooting. 


Taken into custody about 3 


a.m. at a mobile home on South 
13th street, Niles. were Jeffory 
Dale Brown, 2(1, of 2508 South 
17th street: James Edgar Perry. 
2(1. of 2622 South llth street: and 
Jack Dean Fein. -19, of 18114 
South 15lh street, all of Niles. 


Township police identified 


Perry as the step-son of John 
Crocker, owner of the res- 
taurant. Crocker is a brother to 
Hay Crocker, former Niles city 
police chief. 


Police said the three were 


charged with murder early 
today in warrants authorized 
through the Herricn comity 
prosecutor's office. They were 
to be arraigned later today in 
Fifth district court. 


Officers said the trio were 


arrested following a tip and 
descriptions from witnesses. 
They said a .38 caliber revolver 
was confiscated. 


The three were taken into 


custody without incident, of- 
ficers said. 


Aiding in the investigation 


were officers from Ihe Niles city 
force, the state police post at 
Niles and Ucrricn sheriff's 
deputies. 


POINT OF ENTRY: Bandits forced their way into Brandywine inn, 2622 US-31 
South, Niles, through this rear door leading from parking lot into kitchen, where 
a cook was shot and killed. (Staff photo) 
Another Bertrand 
Site May Be Sold 


BY LYLE SUMKRIX 
South Berrien Bureau 


NILES - Possible sale of laud 


across from the proposed site of 
a controversial S5 million Wes- 
tern Electric distribution center 
in Berlrand township has been 
confirmed. 


Uoherl Young, who owns Ihe 


liiwl, said negotiations for sale 
of Ihe land are underway but he 
declined to identify who wants 
the land and for what passible 
purpose. 


The confirmation came on the 


eve of a hearing into a re/onlng 
for the Western Electric build- 
ing. The hearing is to be held 
Tuesday night at 7:30 p.m. in 
the township hall. 


Brayton 
Yaw, 
township 


supervisor said sale of the 
Young 50 acres "is news to 
me." lie added he has not been 
contacted about re/.oning for 
any property other than that for 
Western Klwlrio land. 


The Western Klectric rc/.on- 


Ing IHUC has its own critics. 


The proposed site is the 110- 


acrc former James Gillette 
property at Chicago (US-12) and 
Chamberlain roads, about one 
mile southwest of Niles. 


Before the plant can be built, 


the property must be rezoned 
from agriculture to light in- 
dustry. 


Kewming of the property has 


come under fire by some 
residents of the area and by at 
leasl one member of the county 
planning commission. 


Hentanl 1). Ilenely, 2410 


Weaver road, said he is not op- 
posed lo Ihe Western Electric 
plant, but he does not want to 


see industrial development in 
thai area. 


"Once something like this 


gets started." said Henely, "it 
has a tendency to sprawl." 


Henely has announced plans 


to head a petition drive to put 
the question to a referendum 
vote if the rczonlng is approved. 


Donald Kyman of Buchanan, 


nu'iuher and former chairman 
of the county planning commis- 
sion, claims thai the re/.oning 
for Ihe Western Electric plant 
would be "spot zoning" and not 
in accord wilh the county's 
master plan for Industrial 
development. 


Truckers Near Washington 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Independent truckers are continuing 


their trek to Washington to protest high fuel prices which they 
claim will put them out of business. 


An estimated 75 truckers spent Sunday night jusl north of 


Richmond, Va., In-fore driving into Washington loday. 


The truckers have obtained a parade permit and plan to Kitntir 


at Holier! K. Kennedy Stadium and then drive lo ihf Whm HOUM 
to deliver their protest. 
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jEnergy Crisis Proves 
That Speed Does Kill 


Certain factors can be expected to 
counteract in some measure the safety 
.benefits derived from lower highway 
speeds. The gasoline shortage will 
itnpel a growing number of people to 
switch to smaller cars or rely to a 
greater extent on bicycles and motor- 
bikes. Such vehicles are in varying 
degree riskier, to those who use them, 
•than big, heavy cars. 
; When all due allowance is made for 
such factors, however, the figures just 
Meased by the Department of Trans- 
portation 
remain 
impressive. 
In 


•November, doubtless mainly because 
<rf the gas shortage, traffic fatalities 
went down by two per cent over most 
;o'C the nation. The corresponding 
figure.in states which had lowered 


their speed limits was 1S.(! per cent. 


That is a whopping difference. It 


clearly gives the lie to those who con- 
tinue to maintain in the face of all 
evidence that speed does not play a 
major part in determining auto fa- 
tality rates. 


Federal law now on the books as- 


sures that speed limits throughout the 
nation will be sharply lower this year. 
Experts in the National Highway 
Traffic 
Safety Administration es- 


timate that this will bring a reduction 
of from seven to nine per cent in 
highway deaths. That figures out to 
between 4,000 and 5,000 lives saved by 
year's end. Universal compliance with 
the new speed limits will be a key 
element in achieving this. 


'•&•••'.% 


Roy Cromley 


Dorsie Gets $25,000 
But That Isn't Much 


Now retired and living in Min- 


neapolis at age 87, Dorsie W. Willis is 
the, last surviving victim of a 
shameful American tragedy. The 
$25,000 he has received from the 
-Army is unconscionably belated res- 
•titution for the injustice done him 
Almost 70 years ago. 
•: - As everyone knows by now, this 


injustice was done to Willis and other 
members of an all-black infantry 
battalion when the Army dishonora- 
bly discharged them in 1906 for their 
supposed part in a shoot-'em-up ride 
through Brownsville, Tex; It was all 
an assumption: the 16 horsemen who 
tore through the town, killing one 
man as they fired at stores and 
houses, were never identified. 


The shame lies in the government's 


failure, decade after decade, to right 


the wrong it had done Willis and his 
companions. It was only last Sep- 
tember that Secretary of the Army 
Robert F. Froehlke at last changed 
the men's discharges to honorable, 
rightly calling the action a "gross 
injustice." 


Now Dorsie Willis, who shined 


shoes for 60 years after his discharge 
because "that's all-I could get to do," 
has $25,000. It is little enough, and it 
comes far too late to be of much 
confort. 


There is a lesson in this episode: 


Never again should servicemen be 
punished without due process of law. 
Failure .to grant due process, result- 
ing in punishment by supposition 
rather than on acceptable evidence, 
lies at the bottom of this tragedy. 


State Of Union Messages 
'•' 
' 
' 
Have A Common Tone 


President Nixon's 1974 State of the 
Union Message may be delivered in 
person to Congress on Jan. 23. The 
White House says that the date and the 
Kirn of the message are matters of 
:'-'speculation" at present. , 
; - ;No one can predict the content of a 
presidential State of the Union Mes- 
sage, but the tone remains uniform 
from year to year. Lofty goals can and 
will be met, the President assures the 
nation. Current difficulties can and 
will be overcome. Americans are 
equal to the task. Excelsior! 


It may be assumed, therefore, that 


President Nixon's report on the State 


• of- the Union, 1974, will be definitely 


upbeat. But the format of the message 
could well prove surprising. Each of 
.Nixon's four previous reports was 
delivered in a different way. 


In 1969 the newly inaugurated 


President chose to bypass the exercise 
altogether, relying instead on his 


• inaugural address to set the tone for 
• his administration. His first address 
. came on Jan. 22, 1970, a 36-minute ef- 
' -fort that was somewhat philosophical 


in content and treated in a general way 
questions concerning the "quality of 
American life." Some of the language 
makes interesting reading today, es- 
pecially his plea for a balance in the 
federal budget "so that American 
families will have a better chance to 
balance their family budgets." 
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Nixon's second State of the Union 


address, Jan. 22, 1971, differed totally 
in content and approach. The address 
dealt only with domestic affairs and 
proposed a "New American Revolu- 
tion." All foreign policy developments 
were shunted off to a separate printed 
report and submitted to Congress a 
month later. 


Then, in 1973, the President tried 


still another approach. Congress 
received on Feb. 2 a relatively short 
"overview" 
message. 
This 
was 


followed by five, count 'em, five 
follow-up messages released over the 
next several weeks. 


The buoyant pronouncements com- 


mon to State of the Union messages 
often flunk the test of time. In his 
euphoric address of Jan. 4, 1965, 
President 
Johnson 
declared that 


"...the United States has re-emerged 
into the fullness of its self-confidence 
and purpose. No longer-are we called 
upon to gel America moving. We are 
moving.... We know that history is 
ours to make." 


The euphoria faded as American 


military 
involvement 
in Vietnam 


deepened. Six days before leaving of- 
fice, Jan. 14, 1969, Johnson delivered 
his sixth and final State of the Union 
Message, with the words that were 
both elegy and epitaph: "...Al least it 
will be said that we tried." 


Nixon, loo, came a cropper during 


lasl year's series of Slate of the Union 
messages. 
"...We 
can 
create 


prosperity without fanning inflation," 
he said. And: "...We 'anticipate lhal 
farm prices will be no higher al the. 
end of this year than al the begin- 
ning." 


It is only fair to add that Nixon 


called some shots correctly. Few 
commentators took seriously his sta- 
tement lhal, "One of the highest 
priorities... during Ihe coming year 
will be a concern for energy supplies... 
We musl face up to a slark fact in 
America: We are now consuming more 
energy than we produce." 


But il is Ihe spirit of a Slate of the 


Union address that matters, not the 
specifics. "...There is always a sensi- 
ble middle ground between Ihe Cas- 
sandras and the Pollyannas," Nixon 
said in 1973. "We mnsl lake our stand 
upon that ground." Who can argue 
with that? 


GLANCING BACKWARDS 


SIZE UNIMPORTANT 
IN MARINE CORPS 


— 1 Year Ago — ' 


A five-foot-six, 130-pound St. 


Joseph native has proved a top 
platoon recruit in the Marine 
Corps doesn't have to be a giant 
with 
college 
and 
ROTC 


experience. 
Michdcl 
A. 


Jonatzke, 18, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert K. Jonatzke of 714 
Vine s.treet, St. Joseph, suc- 
cessfully completed 11 weeks of 
boot training al San Diego 
Marine Corps recruil depot Jan. 
10 as winner of the "dress blue" 
award for the 2132nd plaloon; G 
company, Second batallion. 


II meant Jonalzke, outstand- 


ing recruit among 75 in his pla- 
toon, received a wristwatch 
from Ihe Lealherneck Assn. and 
a dress blue uniform free from 
the Corps. "In 2 % years of 
recruiting, I've never had a 
dress blue winner," says Gun- 
nery Sgt. Jerry Crutchfield of 
the Fairplain Plaza recruiting 
stalion, where Jonatzke enlisted 
lasl July. 


COURTHOUSE ANNEX 
DECISION DELAYED 


— 10 Years Ago — 


A resolulion to build an addi- 


tion onto Berrien county's aging 
courthouse — labeled "absurd" 
Friday by the counly super- 


visors before being tabled. Ivan 
Price, Buchanan supervisor and 
chairman of the board's finance 
committee, recommended that 
a 20 by 13 foot, addition be built 
on the southwest side of the 
courthouse to allow expansion of 
the register of deeds office. 


Cost would have been $1,690, 


not including the expense of 
painting, heating, and plumb- 
ing. The expansion was recom- 
mended because of a reported 
acute need for more space for 
the register of deeds. Register 
Beatrice Tiefenbach said Friday 
Ihe space was badly needed, but 
thai building an addition was 
absurd because there is space, 
she said inside the courthouse to 
allow expansion. Discussion of 
the addition came at a lime 
when the county is striving to 
keep on schedule for its building 
program for a new $3 million 
courthouse. 


REV. NUECHTERLEIN 


UTTERS WARNING 


— 35 Years Ago - 


The Rev. Louis Nuechterlein 


of Trinity Lutheran church 
takes today's text, "Bless the 
Lord" from the Psalms, and 
warns against the sin of ingra- 
lilude. 


The pastor says: "It is easy 


for Ihe human hearl to forget 


EDITOR'S 
MAILBAG 


SHOOTING OF DOG 
DISRUPTED SCHOOL 


Editor, 


I don't think the dog catcher 


should-havo shot the dog in front 
of the school. It didn't let us 
work. We just talked and talked 
all the hour about the dog. 
Roberto (.teuna Junior 
P.O.Box 304 
Evans road 
Eau Claire. 


SHOOTING SETS 
BAD EXAMPLE 


Editor, 


1 don't think it's right for a 


dog catcher tci kill a dog in front 
of our school. It's setting a bad 
example for children. 
Brenda Lancaster 
Bin grade 
Eau Claire Middle school 
Eau Claire 


WAS IT NECESSARY 


TO SHOOT DOG? 


Editor, 


On January 7, at our school, 


the dog catcher shot a dog. All 
of my friends said that the (log 
might have been shot for many 
reasons. They said that the dug 
didn't have a muster. 


I wonder why Hie dug catcher 


didn't catch the dug and take 
him tti the dug pond? 
Rich Ijirutt 
Route I, liox 127, Park Road 
Eau Claire. 


EXPLAINS HOW 


'REVOLUTION' TO WORK 


Editor, 


The governor and the legisla- 


ture of Michigan are presently 
working (in legislation which 
will be (if tremendous value in 
Ilitisc wlm will be 
actively 


pushing the lilondy revolution 
which will be lakiug place 
within Ihe next few years. I 
refer lo Ihe proposed law In 
make public disclosure of the 
names and addresses of nil 


political donors. 


This is the way it will work. 


All the left-wing radical revolu- 
tionaries will have to do is go to 
the public record and copy down 
all of the names and addresses 
. of all of the donors to the cam- 
paigns of patriotic American 
candidates. The next step is to 
use sniper gun fire to eliminate 
all of these donors. That way 
these donors will not be around 
to donate to the campaigns of 
patriotic Americans during the 
next election. Also, it will serve 
as a warning to others to never 
•donate to anybody but an un- 
godly, left wing, Anti-American 
for candidate for office. 


Furthermore, after this, the 


extreme right wing may decide 
to lake revenge in kind. This 
will add lo Ihe bloodshed. 


Furthermore, any donor to a 


patriotic American can look 
forward to intimidation and 
harrassment 
from 
ultra 


socialistic parties in his own 
labor union, etc. 


There is sound reasoning for 


the secret ballot. You can vole 
according lo your own heart 
without fear of inlimidation, 
harrassment or murder. The 
very same reasoning should 
govern political donations. 


Furthermore, it is my opinion 


that all limitations on giving to 
political campaigns is an unfair 
and un-American allack on good 
old American liberty. 


(leorge V. llambley Jr. 
'Itt West Parsons Avenue 
Walervliet. 


Hanoi Can't 


Adjust To Peace 


favors. As we look at the world 
about us, the sin we sec mosl 
oflen is the sin of ingratitude. 
Children forgel Ihe loving care 
of parents, friends forget the 
days of friendship, young people 
forget the guiding hand of the 
pastor. No one will ever be able 
to measure all the tears shed 
over the sin of ingratitude. It is 
the world's mosl common sin 
and most constant pain." 


ORDER ISSUED 
— 45 Years Ago — 


An order was issued by the 


Michigan 
Central 
railroad 


today, discontinuing all freight 
hauls on the St. Joseph-Galien 
branch, and routing it over the 
Big Four. 


CHOOSES ST. JOE 
- 55 Years Ago - 


St. Joseph has been chosen as 


the convenlion place for Ihe 
great camp of the Maccabees 
for 1919. News of the decision 
was received here today by At- 
torney Fremont Evans, one of 
the state auditors of the lodge, 
who, with County Clerk Claude 
A. Baker and Frank Ankli, the 
former a great camp officer, is 
responsible for securing the 
convention for this city. 


PLAY BALL IN RINK 


— 65 Years Ago — 


The basketball season in this 


city opened with a match game 
last night between South Haven 
and the St. Joseph high schools. 
Through the kindness of the 
Drake and Wallace company the 
Silver Beach skating rink has 
been loaned to the High School 
Athletic association and with so 
large a field at the disposal of 
the players, it makes an ideal 
place for basketball. Our boys, 
who have been under training 
for the past few weeks under 
Whitton McLin as coach were in 
splendid condition for the game 
which resulted in a final score of 
34 to 16 in favor of St. Joseph. 
The local team work was fine. 
Guards John 
Fletcher 
and 


Charles Stone did excellent 
work. Junior Eagan and Charles 
Fisher 
made 
some 
clever 


throws. Fisher missed only four 
out of 15 chances. Theron John- 
son, who is a new man, played 
center. 


WASHINGTON (NEA) - Tilt- 


focus is on South Vietnam, 
where the North has pumped in 
foot soldiers and weapons at a 
heady puce. President Thieu 
readies himself for an all-out 
attack 
which threatens his 


country's existence. 


But my Hong Kong infor- 


mants say the real news is in 
Hanoi. 


Usually sympathetic visitors 


report the North Vietnamese 
arc In bad shape economically. 
The 
polilburo, 
babbling 


economic planning, can't decide 
on priorities. 


Visitors say that after four 


decades of fighting the Hanoi 
decision makers are finding it 
most difficult to readjust to 
peacetime economics and nor- 
mal development. They think of 
economic 
reconstruction 
in 


terms of military potential. 
Most North Vietnamese leaders 
have never operated a peace- 
time economy. 


The political situation is as 


confused as the economic one. 
Here again, the Hanoi men have 
little experience in peacetime 
operations. The internal strug- 
gle between'Ho Chi Minh's suc- 
cessors continues unabated. The 
argument over whether to con- 
tinue the war full tilt in the 
South or to give first priority to 
rebuilding the North has.not 
been resolved. .Hanoi is at- 
tempting to play the game both 
ways, building its strength in 
the South, improving its mili- 
tary position by attacks on key 
southern positions, probing for 
weak spots in Saigon's first-line 
armies and local forces and 
holding its options open, either 
for an all-out attack or a long 
drawn-out low-key war of in- 
fighting, terrorism and sabo- 
tage. 


As a straw in the wind, take 


the case of France which has 
been sympathetic 
to Hanoi. 


During the war Paris main- 


tallied close Informal economic 
ties with Ilo Chi Minh and his 
successors. 
It 
brought 


backroom pressures in an at- 
tempt to improve Hanoi's posi- 
tion vis-a-vis Saigon in the 
peace talks. It has plans for 
large-scull1 post-war economic 
assistance to Hanoi. 


Despite • this 
history 
of 


friendship, the latest reports 
indicate the'French are becom- 
ing disillusioned with North 
Vietnam's leaders. They have, 
at this writing, been unable to 
work out assistance plans they 
consider 
reasonable. 
They 


reportedly are losing hope any 
'such plans can be developed. 


The French will certainly end 


up giving aid to the North Viet- 
namese, if only to ho'ld on to 
their historic economic and 
political interests in the area. 
But as 'things look now, that as- 
sistance will be considerably 
less than originally planned. 


By contrast, the French have 


improved relations with the 
Thieu government. The men 
from Paris have found the South 
Vietnamese more realistic in 
economic planning, more cer- 
tain of what they want to ac- 
complish and more willing to 
take the steps necessary to as- 
sure that French aid will be well 
used. 


The question here is whether 


these Hanoi men who spent 40 
years as revolutionaries can ad- 
just sufficiently to peace lo 
make 
their 
country 


economically viable and poli- 
tically stable: 


The answer is important to 


the United Stales. The survival 
of South Vietnam, peace in 
Soulheasl Asia and our ability to 
work out more normal rela- 
tionships wilh the Asian coun- 
tries rests to an important 
degree on the ability of the 
North Vietnamese rulers to 
handle peace. 
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Abortion Issue 


Still Boiling 


WASHINGTON'- In addition 


to Presidential impeachment 
and the energy crisis, there is a 
third important, wildly emo- 
tional 
but 
politically 


treacherous issue around that 
Congressmen and women wish 
to goodness would just melt 
away — but it won't. 


The Supreme Court decision 


legalizing limited abortion will 
be one year old Tuesday, and 
the dale markes the beginning 
of 
renewed 
pressure 
on 


Congress from 
organizations 


that 
want 
it 
overruled. 


Thousands of anti-abortion ac- 
tivists plan to send roses to 
legislators, demonstrate on the 
Capitol grounds, and march on 
Congressional offices lo lobby 
for a constitutional amendment 
lo reverse the High Court. 


Such an amendment was in- 


troduced lasl spring by Sen. 
James Buckley, C.-R.N.Y., and 
six oilier Senators. It has been 
slow to accumulate co-sponsors, 
in part because the Senate has 
traditionally taken a dim view 


Kill 6 


VIENNA, Austria (AP) - Six 


bodies were found and 13 per- 
sons were missing following 
avalanches in Ihe Tatra moun- 
tains of C/cchosliivakia, (lie 
Cxcchosloviik 
news 
agency 


reported today. 


"Now then - when did you first suspect you were 


God?" 


of challenging the wisdom of the 
Supreme Court. And few Sena- 
tors are eager to try lo legislate 
morality on an issue that in- 
volves intensely held personal 
social and religious values. 


But approximately four Sena- 


tors have added their support, 
including 
the 
liberal 
Sen. 


William Proxmire of Wisconsin. 
And 
Mississippi's 
James 


Easlland, chairman 
of the 


Judiciary Committee, recently 
blackjacked Constilulional Sub- 
committee Chairman 
Birch 


Bayh, D.-Ind./into scheduling 
hearings on the amendment 
early in the spring. Sen. Bayh, a 
champion of equal rights for 
women, had originally resisted 
dredging up the issue in a 
Congressional election year. 


This is the chief targel of the 


"right lo life" groups, but they 
have been effectively wagiiig 
guerrilla warfare all year. Their 
chief 
Senate 
agents 
aro 


Buckley, Frank Church, D.,- 
Idaho, and Jesse Helms, It., 
N.C., who have introduced a 
series of bills designed to dilute 
the effect of the Supreme Court 
decision. There is an amend- 
ment to the Foreign Services 
Act prohibiting foreign aid for 
abortions 
in 
ovcrpopulated 


countries; a bill providing lhal 
no hospital should lose public 
funds if its doctors refuse on 
grounds of conscience to per- 
form abortions; an amendment 
lo the Legal Aid Services Act 
forbidding the use of Federal 
funds in counseling women to 
seek an abortion. 


Buckley's latest maneuver, 


however, drew a storm of pro- 
test from such socially cons- 
cious groups as the National 
Welfare Klghts Organization 
and the Black Women's Caucus. 
Late one Friday uftvrnmm, al 
(lie end of last year's session, lie 
tacked on to the Social Socurily 
BUI 
u provision forbidding 


Medlcald funds to lx> spent for 
an abortion. He had given no 
announcement <if his pluiw, few 
Senators were present and II 
passed by a voice vole. 


The section of the Social 


Serarlly bill nmlalnin,. (his 
iTslricllon has not yet cleared 
conference 
cmmnltlcc. 
The 


Buckley clause IN mi controver- 
sial II Is expected to I* qulcllv 
killed. 
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Twin City 
Highlights 


Time Change Foes 
Gain In Sun Poll 


"No" votes are beginning to 


kick up their heels in this 
newspaper's poll on school 
starting hours. 


And the "no" votes, saying 


they don't want school hours 
changed because of DST come 
from different sources: working 
mothers, and those who cannot 
be reconciled to daylight saving 
time and sec it as unworkable. 


The latest returns counted by 


the Sunshine 
Poll show a 


majority still heavily in favor of 
changing school hours. But the 
margin has shrunk. 


The most recent replies ran 3 


to 1 for starting school classes 
later, while earlier returns were 
running nearly 6 to 1. 


More than 800 replies have 


been received by the Sunshine 


Poll, and the current total count 
is ti34 favoring starling school 
one hour later because of DST 
and 168 opposed. 


But the most recent returns 


show 321 "yes" and 106 "no." 
mother is working, plus persons 
who are unalterably opposed to 
tampering with the time for any 
reason. 


Some of these "no" 
votes 


NEW OWNER: Les Dasse, former owner of Respond, Inc., exhibits a 
reciproactor from the former Baroda firm's line of die spray systems. Res- 
pond's entire product line has been acquired by Advance Products Corporation 
of Ben ton Harbor and Stevens ville and will now be known as the "Respond 
Division" of Advance Products. Advance Products has been a supplier of die 
casting dies and related die casting industry products for more than 25 years. 
Advanced Products headquarters are 2527 US-33 North, Benton Harbor. 
' 


Fairplain Plaza Auction Will 


Help Berrien March Of Dimes 


The Fairplain Plaza Merchants associa- 


tion, in conjunction with the Berrien county 
chapter of the March of Dimes, will hold an 
auction Saturday, Jan. 26, at the Fairplain 
Plaza Cinema. Mrs. Betty Mashke, president 
of the association, said Plaza merchants will 


donate items to be auctioned off, and the 
public is invited to bid on the merchandise. 
The auction will be held from 2-5 p.m., and 
auction duties will be handled by John 
Classman, of Eau Claire. Proceeds will go to 
the March of Dimes. 


Former BH 
Assessor 
Sanden Dies 


Glenn I. Sanden, 80, of 150 


. Cross street, Benton Harbor, a 


former Benton Harbor City As- 


. sessor, died at 10:10 p.m. Sa- 
, turday in Mercy hospital. 


, Mr. Sanden was city assessor 


. from 1949 until 1963 and also 


served on the Berrien County 
Board of Supervisors. He was 


. most recently employed at 


Jeffries 
Carpet , Sales 
in 


Slevensville. 


Mr. Sanden was a veteran of 


World War II. 


Surviving are his widow, the 


former Marian Smith, whom he 
married on March 17, 1945, in 
Birmingham , Ala.; a son Ward 


. of Benton Harbor; a daughter, 


Mrs. William (Gwen) Miller of 
Benton Harbor; two brothers, 
Jack of Benton Harbor and 
Robert of Stanwood, Wash. 


GLENN SANDEN 


Funeral services will be held 


at 
7:30 
p.m. 
Tuesday 
in 


Fairplain chapel, Florin funeral 
home, where friends may call 
after 7 this evening. Cremation 
will follow the service. 


Memorials may be made to 


Mercy Hospital Cardio-Vascula 
Unit. 


National Gypsum 
Declares Dividend 


BUFFALO, N.Y.-The board 


of directors of National Gypsum 
Co. has declared a dividend on 
its common stock of 26'^ cents 


• per share payable April 1 to 


holders of record March 8. 


The board also declared a 


regular quarterly dividend of 
fl.lZ'/i IKT share on preferred 
slock payable March 1 to 
holders of record Feb. (i. 


Directors also announced Hint 


Mclvin II. Baker, a founder of 
National Gypsum, Its 
first 


chairman, mid a member of I lie 
board of directors for 40 years, 
lins resigned from Ihc Ixmrd. 


Maker .said he wus resigning 


so a younger man could slep In- 
to the iHisltlon. 


Huron Concrete, which has a 


bulk distribution plant in St. 


Joseph.is a division of- National 
Gypsum Co. 


Lake Level 
Falls, But 
Still High 


Lake Michigan dropped two 


inches in December and will 
drop another three inches in 
January, 
the Lake Survey 


Center of the Detroit District of 
the Army Engineers reports. 


The Great Lakes are going 


through their seasonal fall with 
the levels due to rise in March. 


The lake levels are still high, 


however. The end of December 
level was three inches higher 
than it was a year ago and 19 
inches over 
the 
long-term 


average. It was just 13 inches 
short 
of the all-time high 


recorded for December in 1891. 
Thi! lake is 54 inches above its 
all-time 
low 
record 
for 


December which was set in 


The prediction for next June, 


however, is that the lake level 
will be lower than it was at the 
same last year. 


Lake Superior is up 12 inches 


at the end of the year, Lake St. 
Clair was the same as last 
December, Lake Erie was down 
six inches and Lake Ontario wus 
down about eight inches the 
Luke Survey Center reported. 


Pregnant Teachers 
Can Stay On Job 


WASHINGTON (Al1) - The Supremo Court today struck down 


rules that force pregnant school teachers off Ihc job regardless of 
their Individual ability to continue work. 


The 7 (o 2 decision represented a victory for advocates of equal 


rights for women 


The pregnancy case involved rules from school systems in Ohio 


and Virginia which fiirivd premium school teachers to leave the 
classroom at the .fourth and fifth months of their pregnancy, res- 
pectively. 


come from farmers and others 
who have an affinity for Chicago 
and want this part of Michigan 
put in the Central Time zone. 


The Sunshine Poll does not 


pretend to be scientifically ac- 
curate. The ballot asks: 


"Should school districts in 


Southwestern Michigan start 
classes one hour later for the 
remainder of the winter months 
as a safety measure for children 
walking to school in darkness 
because of daylight saving 
time?" 


Votes are tabulated according 


to "yes" or "no" checks. When 
the name of two persons has 
appeared on a single ballot, it is 
counted as two votes, such as 
husband and wife'. 


Many readers have written 


personal replies. Some are 
facetious, some are irate and 
some 
indicate 
genuine 


hardship. 
Here 
arc 
some 


samples: 


Lakcshore — "No. Have you 


considered moving the 
time 


another hour and saving twice 
as much energy. As a side 
benefit on weekends we could 
sleep til noon and not miss any 
of the day. Sounds too good to be 
true!" 


St. Joseph — "No. Careless 


drivers, not darkness cause ac- 
cidents." 


Galien — "Yes. We feel that 


Michigan should exempt them- 
selves from daylight saving 
time." 


Lakeshore — "No. Better 


close the schools from Christ- 
mas vacation to April and save 
heat, gas, lights etc." 


Lakeshore — "No. Has anyone 


considered 
the 
working 


mother?" 


Hartford — "Yes. I have a 


child in the fourth grade. Since 
this change in time, I have had 
to send my child in a cab. This 
certainly costing me more 
money every morning." 


Berrien Springs — "No. We 


don't feel the time for the 
schools should be changed, but 
the damnable DST should. ... 
Go! Ray Mittan and change this 
stupid time." 


St. Joseph — "I'm 
voting 


"no" not because I don't care 
about our school children but I 
am a dancing teacher. I support 
my children with my dancing 
classes. There are only a few 
hours for classes after school 
now, an hour less will create a 
serious problem for me." 


Lakeshore — "No. Consider 


the working parents, especially 
mothers. If Lakeshore elemen- 
tary classes were delayed one 
hour, class would begin at 9:25 
or 9:45, depending on 
the 


school." 


River Valley - "Yes. 
"The 


Michigan Legislature should 
repeal this law at once or take 
whatever steps necessary to get 
rid of it." 


Coloma —."No. Because our 


schools already start at 8:40 
a.m. I have two elementary 
school children and they don't 
get home from school until 4:15 
now. And I think that is plenty 
late enough for small children. 
Why not change our 
lime 


back.?" 


St. Joseph - 
"Yes. "We 


believe that we use more fuel 
and electricity than we did 
before the time was changed. 
We think that Ihc lime should be 
changed back two hours or at 
least l'/2 hours." 


Berrien Springs — "Let us 


get our clocks back whore they 
should be and leave them alone. 
God gave us night and day. Why 
try to change it." 


STATE NAACP OFFICERS: Officers of National 
NAACP president. Standing, from left: Hershel 


Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
in Michigan presided at state conference in Benton 
Harbor, Sunday. Seated, from left: Ben Gross of 
Detroit, third vice president and state convention 
chairman; Mrs. Addie Couch, Grand Rapids, first 
vice president; and Carl Breeding of Jackson, state 


McKenzie of Benton Harbor, second state vice 
president and president, Twin City Area NAACP 
branch; Margueritte Jackson of Jackson, state 
secretary; and Tony Couch, Grand Rapids, fourth 
vice president. Tony is a son of Mrs. Couch. (Staff 
photo). 


NAACP Looks Ahead 
To February Events 


BY RALPH tUTZ 


Staff Writer 


The 
Michigan 
State 


Conference 
of 
NAACP 


Branches, meeting in Benton 
Harbor Sunday, discussed ac- 
tivities that include two events 
in the Benton Harbor area dur- 
ing February. 


The Black Caucus of School 


Board Members from a nine- 
state region, is scheduled to 
meet in Benton Harbor Feb. 
15-16. The Caucus consists of 
blacks, who are members of 
local boards of education. 


The regional meeting will be 


hosted by the Twin City .Area 
NAACP branch and the Urban 
League. 


It also was reported Sunday 


that special programs are being 
planned locally for National 
NAACP Week, Feb. 10-17. The 
NAACP will mark its 65 an- 
niversary. It was founded Feb. 
12,1909. 


Details regarding the Black 


Caucus session and anniversary 
activities will be announced, as 
plans afc completed, it was 
reported. 


Some 50 persons attended 


Sunday's 
bi-monthly 
state 


conference meeting at the In- 
diana & Michigan Electric Co. 
auditorium on West Main street. 
The conference consists of 
representatives of the state's 32 
NAACP branches and the or- 
ganization's state-level officers. 


State NAACP President Carl 


L. Breeding of Jackson presided 
over the session. 


A major program discussed 


was the NAACP state conven- 
tion, scheduled for May 17-19, at 
Port Huron. 


It was reported thai the fea- 


tured convention speaker will be 
Benjamin Hooks who hold seats 
on the Federal Communications 
commission and the Federal 
Keservo board. 


Business Sunday included a 


report that the NAACP in 
Michigan will shoot this year for 
a membership total of 50,000 
persons. There now are about 
35,000 NAACP members in 
Michigan. Organization officials 
noted that the 1970 census 


showed there are about 991,000 
black residents of Michigan. 
The- 
NACP 
membership 


includes citizens of all races. 


The conference adopted a 


resolution opposing the so- 
called "black citizens of all 


races. 


The conference adopted a 


resolution opposing the .so- 
called 
"black exploitation" 


movies. This resolution was 
presented by 
the Detroit 


branch. 
. 
, • 


Dr. Hills Elected 


Chief Of Staff 


Memorial hospital medical 


staff has elevated Dr. David W. 
Hills to chief of staff for 1974. 


At the same time Stanley 


Mesirow, M. D., has been elect- 
ed chief elect. Gerald N. Beal, 
M. D., was elected secretary- 
treasurer and Kirk Lignell, M. 
D., as secretary-treasurer elect. 


Dr. Hills came to the Twin 


Cities in 1960 following his in- 
ternship at Midland hospital, 
Midland. He is a graduate of 
Albion college and the Univer- 
sity of Michigan School of 
Medicine. His specialty 
is 


general practice and his office 
is at 2821 South State street, St. 


Joseph. 


Dr. Hills is also president of 


the St. Joseph Medical Corp. 
This group of five physicians 
specialize in emergency room 
care. They provide a physician 
at all times in the Memorial 
hospital emergency area. This 
service has been so successful 
that the number of patients seen 
by a corporation physician in 
the 
emergency 
room 
has 


increased from 15,500 in 1970, 
the first year of the service, to 
28,725 in 1973, an increase of 85 
per cent. 


Outgoing officers for 1973 are 


DAVID W. HILLS, M. D. 
Memriil Chief rf Staff 


Gene E. Maddock, M. D., chief 
of staff; and Charles E. Boojis- 
tra, M. D., secretary-treasurer. 


Apartment Dweller Periled 


The occupant of a lower floor 


apartment on 344 High street, 
was nearly trapped when a fire 
broke out while he was asleep, 
Saturday about 4:17 a.m., Ben- 
ton Harbor firemen reported. 


Adherbal H. Talbot, 344 High 


street, told firefighters 
his 


apartment was full of smoke 
when he woke up. He acciden- 
tally knocked the keys to the 
door on the floor and was unable 
to find them in the smoke. 


Talbot reportedly broke out 


several windows and was lean- 
ing out a window when help 
arrived and he climbed out. 


The fire apparently started 


when four burners arid an oven 
of a stove were left on. 


Fire damage was limited to 


the stove with smoke damage 
reported throughout the build- 
ing. Several occupants were 
removed from 
the building 


while it was cleared of smoke. 


In another tire reported Sun- 


day at 2:40 p.m. occupants of a 


home on 400 Packard street 
extinguished a grease fire'by 
dumping a box of baking soda 
on the blaze, Benton Harbor 
firemen reported. 


Firefighters believe the blaze 


could have spread rapidly to the 
rest of the house if Mrs. 
Eveland Bogan and her faniily 
had not used the baking soda. 
Fire damage was limited to the 
stove and a kitchen wall -With 
smoke damage to the rest ul the 
house. 


Meeting Wednesday Night 


SJ Jaycees Seek New Members 


The St. Joseph Jaycees will hold a membership 


night Wednesday .starling at 8 p.m. al Ihc Holiday Inn 
in St. Joseph. 


Featured speaker will be Howard liiwn, assistant 


varsity football coach at the University of Indiana, A 
social hour will precede the program al 7::i(l p.m. 


The Jaycees arc coiulucling a rebuilding program 


and membership is open to men Ix'lween I he ages of 18 
and 35. The purpose is (o give young men an uppor 
lunily lo develop leadership lalenls and participate in 
community improvement work. 


Kdward Hall, Jaycee president, said the goal of the 


chapter Is lo double ils currenl roll nl ;!0 mcml>crs, 


Co-chnlrnien for the meeting will l>c Michael Ayers 


and Gregory Jaeger. 


Drown was one of Indiana University's all-time 


greats, being named the team's most valuable player 
choice in the 1!M5 Ilig Ten championship season and 
again in 1947. lie was team captain in both 1946 and 
1947. 


Brown, 52, has been a coach on the University of 


Indiana football staff since 1954. Known as "Mr. In- 
diana" to a host tif Iloosiers, he is a veteran of more 
Ihiin a quarter-cenlurv al Indiana University, four as a 
player and '21 us a couch 


A guard in bolh the College-All-star awlKiisl-Wcsl 


games, Hrown graduated from Indiana University in 
1948 and played three seasons under his old coach, 


A.N. (Ho) McMillin, with the Detroit Lio«s. He re- 
turned In Ihc universily as an assistant lo Clyde Smith 
in 1951 and then moved west with him lo IMTOIIIC lltie 
coach al Ari/ona Slate. 


After two seasons al Teni|M', llrown returned to In- 


diana Universily as head freshman coach under Iterate 
Criiiunins and since has served on the slnffs of Phil 
Dickens, John I'onl and now l.ec Corso. 


Brown and his wife are Ihc parents of three sons. 


The eldest, Hubert, ;i 1!I7« KrmliiHte nl WeM I'oint was 
killed in action in Viclnain in I!I7I. llrown himwif 
served in the infantry in World War II and is a 1'urplt 
Heart veteran. 
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Southwest Michigan Oil Boom Only Memory 


Wells That Produced 31 Million 


Barrels Mostly Dry Now 


BY SCOTT WILLIAMSON 
nil drilling rigs rising in the 
sprawling suburbia — except 


Staff Writer 
fields along with the corn and 
for a few oil wells performing 


It was a common sight in 
the hay. 
rylhmic rituals of pumping 


southwestern Michigan in the 
But in 1974, all one is likely to 
Michigan crude. 


late 19311s and into the '5()s to sec 
find is the corn, hay and 
Beginning in 1939, an "oil 


SOUTHWESTERN MICHIGAN OIL FIELDS: This map, reprinted from 
Department of Natural Resources geological survey book, shows oil and natural 
gas fields in southwestern Michigan. Heavy black area in middle is Blooming- 
dale field, and assorted fields are scattered around it in Van Buren and Allegan 
counties. Most of these fields are no longer productive. In 1972, Allegan wells 
pumped 113,763 barrels of oil, Van Buren 6,252. There was no production in 
Berrien and Cass counties. 


Wallace Group Sponsoring 


Breakfast Meeting Feb. 2 


The fourth district chapter of the Wallace 


Action Movement (WAM) will sponsor a 
breakfast meeting Saturday, Feb. 2, at 10 
a m. at the Benton Harbor Holiday Inn, M-139 
' in Benton township, according to Robert. 
i 
Dennison and William Cobb, co-chairmen of 


• 
the local chapter. 


,' 
Keynote speakers for the event will be Al- 


ton Dauphin, assistant national Wallace 
campaign chairman, and Art Cullers, Battle 
Creek, state chairman for 
WAM. 


Dennison reported that both men will 


,( 
speak on the current activities of the national 


* 
Wallace campaign and clarify the Alabama 


governor's medical progress since he was 
shot by a would-be assassin in April of 1972. 


Dennison said that eight such meetings will 


be conducted throughout the state between 
Feb. 1 and Feb. 3. 


Advance tickets for the event are available 


through both Dennison and Cobb and also 
may be obtained by contacting Charles Cobb, 
Berrien county WAM chairman. Tickets are 
being sold for $5 per person and $7 per 
couple. 


Available tickets will also be sold at the 


door, Dennison said. 


All interested persons are invited to attend 


the breakfast. 


SWORN IN: Michigan's newest state Court of Appeals Judge is Glenn S. Allen, 
Jr., (center) shown being sworn in by Chief Judge T. John Lesinski (left) as 
Mrs. Allen watches. Judge Allen was appointed to the appellate bench to suc- 
ceed John Fitzgerald who was advanced to the Michigan Supreme Court. Allen, 
a native of Kalamazoo served Ifi years as mayor and city commissioner in 
Kalamazoo, 13 years on County Board of Supervisors, and two years as delegate 
to the Michigan Constitutional Convention. After appointment as State Con- 


• (roller and Budget Director under Governor Romney, Allen served as special 
counsel for legal, fiscal, and legislative affairs to Governor Milliken. During 
World War II Allen served as a legal advisor to General George Ration. He 
practiced law in Kalamazoo for 16 years. Allen serves on Court of Appeals as 
representative of Third District which covers 66 counties in Lower Peninsula 
and all of Upper Peninsula. 


boom" 
hit 
southwestern 


Michigan, 
principally 
in 


Allegan and Van Buren counties 
where more than 31 million 
barrels have been pumped. Cass 
and Berrien counties were the 
scene of much exploration and 
few strikes. 


But the nation's energy crisis 


won't be solved by southwestern 
Michigan oil. 


Figures for 1972, the latest 


available from the Department 
of Natural Resources Geological 
survey division, bear this out. 


In Berrien county in 1972 


there were two wells drilled. 
Result: two dry holes. One well 
drilled in Van Buren. Result: 
one dry hole. Three in Allegan. 
Result: two dry holes and a 
minor "hit." 


"All 
of the oil wells in this 


area have been in the stripper's 
stage for some time now," says 
Gene Miller, part-owner of the 
Allegan-based drilling firm of 
Miller Brothers. 


The "stripper's stage," he 


explains, is where a well 
produces less than 10 barrels of 
oil per day. 


"Most of the wells have been 


on a status-quo basis, and very 
little drilling has been done la- 
tely, "he adds. 


"We do feel there will be con- 


siderable drilling in the Allegan 
area in the future, though," 
Miller says, noting geologists 
have located more oil in that 
area. 


Allegan and Van Buren coun- 


ties have been the biggest 
producers of the "black gold," 
but after them production falls 
off sharply. 


Through 1972, Allegan's fields 


have 
produced 
19,634,951 


barrels. Van Buren is next with 
12,048,464; Cass third with 
103,121; Aid Berrien rounding 
out the four-county area with 
29,757. 


Allegan county has had 1,307 


oil wells, Van Buren 722, Cass 
30, and Berrien 9. 


The Bloomingdale field, in 


Van Buren county, is far and 
away the biggest producer for a 
single field, having netted 
nearly 10 million barrels of oil. 


The Overisel field, in Allegan, 


has produced nearly 3 million, 
and the Diamond Springs and 
Monterey fields, also in Allegan, 
have produced slightly over 1 
million. 


Berrien county's Pipestone 


field seemed to "scrape the 
bottom of the barrel" — it 
produced only 85 barrels of oil. 
(It was abandoned in 1966.) 


Garland Ells, a geologist for 


the DNR, noted that barrel of oil 
contains 42 gallons. He said 
prices vary according to grade, 
but an average figure is about 
$.50 per barrel. 


There is no doubt there is still 


oil in Michigan, as the northern 
portion of the state is starting to 
experience an oil boom. 


About 60 per cent of the wells 


drilled so far have struck oil or 
gas, and by next summer, some 
geologists predict that as high 
as 90 per cent of the wells 
drilled will be producers in the 
northern Lower Peninsula. 


On a nationwide average, only 


eight per cent of wells drilled 
strike oil. 


In southwestern Michigan, 


the oil boom of three decades 
ago was a boon to some farmers 
whose land was located on large 
pools. Many collected big 
royalties for those times. 


But the oil rush 
didn't 


produce any J. Paul Getty's in 
southwestern Michigan. One 
land owner in Decatur township. 
Van 
Buren county, had 
a 


producing well on his property 
for throe years and netted $200. 


The 
Bloomingdale 
field 


produced the most riches for 
farmers, but most of them who 
were first to lease land for nil 
drilling have died. 


Few traces of tin? dry oil wells 


remain lixlay. Miller explained 
that when a well is capped, a 
cement easing is poured around 
it, and then it is usually covered 
with dirt. 


Some still hope southwestern 


Michigan will be the scene of 
another oil boom. An oldtimer 
in Van Buren observes "if the 
damn fools would just go 
deeper, they would strike more 
oil." 


Ton* On Tap 


NEW YORK (AP)- Five and 


one half tons of lap shoes have 
l>een used by the Radio City 
Rockellcs in 40 years here. 


STILL PRODUCING: Oil well, just inside western 
village limits of Bloomingdale, methodically churns 
away as horse grazes peacefully at right of photo. 


Although Bloomingdale field still produces oil, 
amount is only a fraction of yield during "boom" of 
30 years ago. (Staff photo) 


South Haven Pay Freeze 


\ 


Opposed By Employe Union 


BYTOMRENNER 


SOUTH HAVEN - The union 


representing city of South 
Haven employes has challenged 
Mayor Elizabeth Davis' freeze 
orden>n salary raises. 


Frank Hanson, attorney for 


the 
Independent 
Municipal 


Employees Union, said in a let- 
ter to City Manager Albert 
Pierce that stipulations within 
the existing labor agreement 
between the city and Union 
prescribe provisions by which 
employes may be granted pay 
hikes. 


Mayor Davis, in her inaugural 


address earlier this month, or- 
dered a freeze on further salary 
increases or compensatory ad- 
justments pending a review. 


"We feel that once a man has 


completed his probationary 
period, that he is performing 
services that are satisfactory to 
the city," Hanson noted in his 
letter. "It is our feeling that any 


investigation 
into 
an 
in- 


dividual's background should 
be done prior to employment, 
and not after years of service." 


Hanson said that a freeze of 


merit raises is "demoralizing to 
city employes who put forth the 
effort to be deserving of such a 
raise." 


The attorney noted that a 


freeze in cost of living increases 
violates the existing contract 
between the city and union. The 
contract 
stipulates 
that 


employes are to receive cost of 
living increases in accordance 
with the consumers price index. 


"It is our feeling that when 


the consumer price index is 
frozen, the right of the city 
employes to their cost of living 
can also be frozen. Until that 
happens, all city employes have 
the right to receive cost of living 
adjustments," Hanson wrote. 


Hanson also reminded the city 


manager that past precedent 


has been to grant raises to each 
city employe that has satisfac- 
torily completed a six-month 
probationary period with the 
city. "It is our opinion that this 
should 
continue as certain 


employes have now completed 
said probationary period." 


The attorney said his letter 


represented the opinion of 100 
per cent of the employes. "This 
support shall continue until all 
objectives are obtained," he 
concluded. 


Pierce, in a memorandum to 


city council members, noted 
that the city and union have al- 
ways 
enjoyed 
an excellent 


working relationship. 


"To change this policy at this 


time could seriously effect this 
working relationship," Pierce 
wrote. 


The city and union are 


currently re-negotiating a three 
year agreement that expires 
June 30. 


Orwig Elected 
Bank Director 


COLOMA - James W. (Bill) 


Orwig, athletic director at In- 
diana university and well known 
in Berrien county, was elected 
to the board of directors of the 
State Bank of Coloma at the 
recent stockholders 
annual 


meeting. 


Orwig, who coached football 


at Benton Harbor high school in 
the 1930"s and still is a frequent 
visitor to the area, fills a 
vacancy on the bank board 
caused by the'death of Wilbur 
M. Cunningham of Benton Har- 
bor. Mr. Cunningham, who died 
earlier this month, was a 
member of the Coloma bank 
board for 23 years. 


Other stockholders re-elected 


were: Henry Bittner, Elden W. 
Butzbaugh, Joseph E. Carver, 
Malcolm Ross and Allen Baker, 
Jr. 


Officers re-elected at a direc- 


tors' 
meeting 
after 
the 


stockholders' meeting were: 
Allen Baker, Jr., president; 
Henry Bittner, vice president; 
Bryce W. Dunlop, cashier, and 
Mrs. Virginia Stineman, assis- 
tant cashier. 


A record net income was 


reported for 1973 by President 
.Baker. Assets rose 11 per cent 
over the previous year, he not- 
ed, to $13,356,215. Deposits 
increased $1,154,894 and totaled 
$11,809,906 at year's end. The 
total capital account amounted 
to $1,142,525, an increase of 
$170,895. 


JAMES W (BILL) ORWIG 


Kidnap Victims 
Found Murdered 


SNOW QUEEN: Jane Korri, 17, a senior foreign 
exchange student from Finland attending Wa- 
tervliet high school was chosen "Snow Queen" 
during Watervliet student council's annual winter 
carnival. Miss Korri was crowned queen during 
halftime ceremonies of Watervliet-Galien basket- 
ball game Saturday night. She resides with Mr. and 
Mrs. 
Ward .1. DeYoung, 92 Beechwood Circle, Wa- 


tervliet. Jerry Grieser, 17, son of Mr. and Mrs. Dean 
Grieser, South Center road, Coloma, also a senior at 
Watervliet was named "Snow King". (Cliff Stevens 
photo) 


DETHOIT (AP) - Two De- 


troit, men were found shot to 
death Sunday after u ranson 
demand fur $H,(HKI was tiot mot. 


Luther McCoy and Clifford 


Riley, both 25, were abducted 
Saturday night, |x>lieo said, and 
their bodies were found Sunday 
afternoon at two locations. 


Each man had lx>cn shot once 


in the head, police said. 


The pair was last seen at 1(1 


p.m. Saturday night. U'ss than 
an hour later, McCoy phoned his 
brother and said he had been 
kidnaped and that $X,000 wus 
heinK asked for his release, 
(Kilicv said. 


The money was to have lx»n 


delivered to a Detroit ham 
burger stand. 


Police said they received the 


initial call from the brother, 
who was not identified. They 
would not say what action they 
took but did disclose the money 
was not delivered. 


McCoy's body as found In « 


vacant house by a ndKhbor who 
sighted it through a window. 
Hiley's IxKly was found two 
miles away in an alley. 


BIGGEST IN Com* 


SANTIA(K). Chile (AP) - 


Chile Is I he worlds 
Conner exporter 


